


What is Oral History?



What is Oral History?
● A field of study and a method of gathering, preserving, and 

interpreting the voices and memories of people, communities, and 
participants in past events

● Based on storytelling and listening (Kathy Walbert, Duke University)

● The oldest type of historical inquiry, predating the written word 

● One of the most modern types of historical inquiry, initiated with 
tape recorders in the 1940s (Oral History Association of America)





Whitewater State Park Oral History Project

Camping, Residents of the Whitewater Valley, CCC, WPA, German 
POWs, Wildlife, Land use Practices, Agriculture, Ghost Towns

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/mjl4qrnzs04hbk4/AABZr8WOn2knN5fJeOOGzXcFa?dl=0&preview=STAFF_final.mp3




https://reflections.mndigital.org/




What are the benefits of 
Oral History in the 

classroom?Listening and 
conversational 
skills

Intergenerational 
Appreciation

Personal 
Connection to 
Historical Events

Discussion of “who 
tells the story,” or 
“whose voice is heard”

Preserving 
narratives for 
future generations

Multimedia 
technology skills





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Chr6BDPJC-o


The Questions
Make these better:

● Everybody was upset when they sold their land and 
moved out of the valley weren’t they?

● Did you ever visit the state park as a child?

Write your own question!



Resources
● Free online lessons 

and toolkit
● Common Core 

Aligned
● 9-12 grades in mind
● Focus on absent 

narratives

● 5 free online lessons
● The Great 

Thanksgiving Listen
● Huge archive of 

stories 

● Over 1600 interviews 
archived

● Project Guidelines 
and tips to walk you 
through 

http://sites.mnhs.org/library/content/oral-history
https://storycorps.org/discover/education/
http://voiceofwitness.org/education/lesson-plans/


We Are Water MN

“Water is a part of 
our identity, our 

culture, our history, 
and the future we 

are creating 
together.”


